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of Palos, to my disservice and contrary to the letters and com-
mands, which were given and proclaimed by my lord, the king,
and by me in the towns and places of the seacoast, went to the
parts of Guinea with certain armed caravels, and it is said that
they took one, who is called the king of Guinea1, and certain
other persons, relatives and dependants of the said king of
Guinea; and because it is my will that the said king and the
others, who were taken and seized with him, shall be given and
delivered to dr. Anton Rodriguez de Lillo, one of my council,
who by my command is resident in the most noble and loyal
city of Sevilla; and according to the wish you have to serve me,
I am certain that you will act in this matter. Therefore, I com-
mand and require you with the greatest possible diligence to pro-
ceed in such a manner that without delay the said king and the
other prisoners, who are in that said town of Santa Maria del
Puerto, shall be given and delivered to the said doctor; and if
you really wish to serve me in this matter, it is necessary for you
to devote all care and diligence, as is expected of you, and I will
hold this as a signal service on your part. From Tordesillas on
15 May of the year 476 [1476]*.

I the queen.
By command of the queen. Ferrand Nunez.

84. DESCRIPTION OF THE SAME RAID AND OF THE EVENTS
LEADING UP TO IT3.
The ancient custom of the Portuguese in their navigation through
the sea of Guinea. Designs of King Don Fernando against his
enemies, intent only upon bringing riches from that region. Capture
of the king of Gambia.
To refer to the last events of the reign of Don Juan II of
Castile, considered by some as the father of Enrique IV and by
1 The king of Gambia, according to Palencia (doc. 84).
a The date of this letter, taken together with Palencia's account of the raid,
suggests that the Andalusians must have left Palos in the late autumn of
1475 and that their voyage to Guinea was undertaken during the winter of
1475*6.
3 Palencia, dec. in, bk. 25, ch. 4. Translated,